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WIND

ABOUTTHEPOET

SubramaniaBharati,alsocalled C.SubramaniaBharati,in
full ChinnaswamiSubramaniaBharati,Subramaniaalso
spelled Subrahmanya,(bornDecember11,1882,Ettaiyapuram,
MadrasPresidency,India—diedSeptember12,1921,Madras(now
Chennai)),outstandingIndianwriterofthenationalistperiodwhois
regardedasthefatherofthemodern Tamil style.



PoemandExplanation

Wind,comesoftly.
Don’tbreaktheshuttersofthewindows.
Don’tscatterthepapers.
Don’tthrowdownthebooksontheshelf.
There,lookwhatyoudid—youthrewthemalldown.
Youtorethepagesofthebooks.
Youbroughtrainagain.
You’reverycleveratpokingfunatweaklings.

pokingfun:makingfunofsomething
weaklings:apersonwhoisweak

Thepoetistalkingtothewind.Heasksthewindtocomesoftly.So,heissaying
thatthewindshouldnotbeverystrong,loud.Itshouldbesoftandsubtle.Then
hesaysthatthewindisverypowerfulitisdestructive,itbreakstheshuttersof
windowsandscattersthepapers.Whenthewindisverypowerful,allthebooks
whicharekeptontheshelffalldown.Sohere,thepoetisdescribingthepowerof
thewind.Thenhesaystothewindtolookatthedestructionthatithaddone. 
Wheneverthereisastrongwindallthethingthatareweak,likesmallplants,tiny
children,etc.,theyallgetscaredandtheycanevenfallandgethurt.Wecansay
thatintheinitialpartofthepoem,thepoetisreferringtowindasayoungchild.
Heissayingthatitshouldcomesoftlyjustlikeasmallchilddoes.Inthelaterpart,
wecometoknowthatthewindisdestructivejustlikeayouth.Justlikeayoung
boyorayounggirlwhoisfullofenergy,violenceanddestruction.

Frailcrumblinghouses,crumblingdoors,crumblingrafters,
crumblingwood,crumblingbodies,crumblinglives,
crumblinghearts-

crumbling:fallingortocausesomethingtobreak
rafter:slopingbeamwhichsupporttheroofofthebuilding

Here,theword‘Crumbling’isrepeatedsomanytimestolaystressthat
everythingcrumblesinthefaceofastrongwind.So,thewriterissayingthat
whenwindisverypowerful,itisverystrong,itleadstobreakageofeverything. 
Houseswhichareweak,fall,doorswhichareweakfall,thebeamsonwhichthe



roofofthebuildingsaresupported,theyalsofall,allthewoodenstructuresfall,
allbodiesofpeoplefall,animals,lives,hearts.So,heissayingthateverything
crumbles.Everythingthatisweakreactsbyfallingdownandbreakingintheface
ofadversity.So,thepoetissayingthatwheneveraweakpersonfacesany
adversityorchallengeinlifehebreaksdownandfalls.

 
thewindgodwinnowsandcrushesthemall.
winnows:tobrokegrainfreeofchaff,separategrainfromhuskbyblowingonit.
Thepoetisaddressingwindas‘windgod’,andheissayingthatthepowerfulgod
ofwindwinnows,thatmeanshesiftsallthepeopleandthosepeoplewhoare
weakfalldownandgetcrushed.Sohere,acomparisonismadebetweenwheat
andpeople.Justlikewewinnowthewheattoseparatethegrainfromchaff,the
windgodseparatesthestrongpeoplefromtheweakpeople.Whenthereisa
strongwind,allthethingsthatareweakfallandgetcrushed.

Hewon’tdowhatyoutellhim.
So,come,let’sbuildstronghomes,
Let’sjointthedoorsfirmly.
Practicetofirmthebody.
Maketheheartsteadfast.
Dothis,andthewindwillbefriendswithus.
steadfast–firm

Thepoetwantsustomakefriendswiththewindi.e.theadversitiesinourlives.
Hesaysthattheproblemswillnotlistentous.Theywillcome,soweshouldbe
prepared.Inpreparation,weshouldbuildstronghomesandclosethedoorsof
ourhousefirmlysothatthewindcannotgetinto.Andthenhesaysthatwe
shouldalsomakeourbodiesstrongandheartsfirmtofacethesechallenges.
Andthenoncewearestrongenoughallthechallengeswillbelikefriends.We
willnotfeelthattheyaretroublesome.

Thewindblowsoutweakfires.
Hemakesstrongfiresroarandflourish.
Hisfriendshipisgood.
Wepraisehimeveryday.

flourish:grow

Thepoethaskeptthewindonapedestal.Heiscomparingthewindtogod.He
saysthatwindisgodandwepraisewindeveryday. Headdsthateverything
thatisweakgetsfinishedoffinthefaceofthestrongwind.Andallthethingsthat
arestrong,flourishandgrowtobecomestronger.Heisgivingusavery
importantmessage,thatweshouldnotfeelbadthatwearefacingsomany



challengesandadversitiesinlife.Weshouldmakeourselfphysicallyand
mentallystrongtofacethesechallenges.Andoncewearestrongenough,we
willovercomethechallenges,wewillbecomefriendswiththemandthenwewill
behappythatwehadthesechallengesinourlifebecausetheyhelpusbecome
strongerandbetter.

 

Literarydevicesinthepoem

Rhymescheme-Theentirepoemiswritteninfreeverse.Thereisnorhyme
schemeinthepoem.
Theliterarydevicesusedareasfollows–
1.Anaphora-Whenawordisrepeatedatthestartoftwoormoreconsecutive
lines,itisthedeviceofAnaphora.
Lines2,3,4beginwith‘don’t’.
Lines6,7,8beginwith‘you’.
2. Personification–windhasbeenpersonified.Whenthepoetsays‘youare’,he
isreferringtowindas‘you’thatmeansheistreatingwindasaperson.

3.Repetition-‘crumbling’isrepeatedmanytimestolayemphasis.Thepoet
wantstosaythatthewindcrusheseverythingthatisweak.Thatiswhyhe
repeatsthewordcrumbling.

4.Alliteration-therepetitionofaconsonantsoundincloseconnection.‘wind
winnows’.
‘won’twant’

5.Symbolism-Symbolismmeansthatthethingreferstosomeotherthing.wind
isasymbol.Itreferstothechallengesinlife.Heisusingwindasasymbolforthe
adversitiesinourlife.

Summary

Thefirstpartofthepoemdescribestheactionofthewind.Thepoetasksthe
windtocomesoftly.Herequeststhewindnottobreaktheshuttersofthe
windows,nottoscatterthepapersandthrowdownthebooksfromtheshelf.But
thewindthrowsthebooksandtearsthepages.Thepoetsaysthatthewind
makesamockeryofweaklings.Itbringsdownfrailhouses,crumblingdoors,
rafters,andevenweakhearts.Itcrusheseverythingthatisweak.
Thepoetadvisesustobestrong.Onlythencanwesaveourselvesfromthe
wind.Weshouldbuildstronghomeswithfirmdoors.Ourbodiesandhearts
shouldalsobestrong.Itisthewayoftheworldtokicktheweakandtobefriends
withthestrong.Thewindblowsouttheweakfiresbutmakesthestrongfiresroar
andflourish.Thus,thepoemconveystheideathatnobodycaresfortheweak.



Eventhewindisonthesideofthestrongpeople.Wemustmakeourselves
strongtobecomesuccessfulandovercomethechallengesinlife.
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